We consider moments of the non-diagonal vector, axial-vector, scalar and pseudo-scalar current correlators involving two different massive quark flavours up to three-loop accuracy. Expansions around the limits where one mass is zero and the equal-mass case are computed. These results are used to construct approximations valid for arbitrary mass values.
Introduction
Current correlators are building blocks for a number of physical quantities. Among them is the total cross section of hadrons in electron positron annihilation which is obtained from the imaginary part of the vector correlator. The axial-vector correlator leads in an analogue way to contributions to the Z boson decay rate. The scalar and pseudo-scalar correlators govern the decay rate of Higgs bosons with the respective CP property.
An important role in the context of current correlators is taken over by moments obtained from an expansion of the two-point functions for small external momenta. As far as the correlators are concerned where the current couples to the same quark flavour they have been used to extract precise values for the charm and bottom quark masses by comparing the results for the vector correlator up to four-loop order [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] with the moments obtained from the experimentally measured cross section (see, e.g., Refs. [9] [10] [11] ). Also the moments for the other correlators [6] [7] [8] can be employed once the experimental data is replaced by precise lattice simulations as has been done in Refs. [12, 13] . Besides the mass values also the strong coupling constant can be extracted from the comparison of moments of the pseudo-scalar currents obtained both in perturbation theory and with the help of lattice gauge theory calculations [12, 13] .
The focus of the paper lies on moments of heavy-light current correlators, i.e., two-point functions involving two quark flavours with different masses. Results for the case where one of the masses is zero have been obtained in Refs. [14, 15] and [16, 17] to two-and three-loop order, respectively. These results have been used in [16, 17] to reconstruct, in combination with high-energy expansions and information about the threshold behaviour, approximations valid for all external momenta and quark masses. Applications of these results are corrections for single-top production or decay rates of charged Higgs bosons in extensions of the Standard Model [16, 17] . The three-loop corrections have furthermore been used to obtain precise results for the B and D meson decay constants, f B and f D , based on sum rules [18, 19] . Also the extraction of f B and f D from lattice gauge simulations requires perturbative input. As discussed in Ref. [20] it is particularly desirable to have moments of the heavy-light currents for general values of the two quark masses, not only for the physical masses of the involved quarks in order to perform simulations for a variety of different masses, which then can be extrapolated to the mass values of physical interest. We therefore extend the known three-loop results for the moments of the vector, axialvector, scalar and pseudo-scalar current correlators where one of the quark masses is zero to the case of two different masses. This is done by computing analytic expansions around two limiting cases, the one for equal masses, the other for one of the masses equal to zero. Subsequently, approximations are constructed which cover the whole range.
In the next Section we provide details on the calculation, the results for the pseudoscalar correlator are presented in Section 3. We conclude with a summary in Section 4. Long analytic formulae are relegated to the Appendix where also numerical results for the vector, axial-vector and scalar correlator can be found. All results for the moments can be downloaded from [21].
Calculation
Let us in a first step present our notation. We define the vector (v), axial-vector (a), scalar (s) and pseudo-scalar (p) currents via
where ψ 1 and ψ 2 denote the two quark flavours. Using these currents the vector and axial-vector correlator is defined through (δ = v, a)
where Π δ (q 2 ) and Π δ L (q 2 ) are the transverse and longitudinal contributions, respectively. The scalar and pseudo-scalar polarization function reads (δ = s, p)
Throughout this paper we consider anti-commuting γ 5 which is justified as for ψ 1 = ψ 2 only non-singlet diagrams contribute. As a consequence the axial-vector (pseudo-scalar) correlator coincides with the vector (scalar) one if either m 1 or m 2 is zero. Sample Feynman diagrams occurring at one-, two-and three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1 .
It is convenient to introduce the dimensionless variables
which enables us to cast Π δ (q 2 ) for q 2 → 0 in the form
where the bar indicates that the overall renormalization of the polarization function is performed in the MS scheme. Note that we have the symmetry relationsC We perform an explicit calculation only for the transverse part of the vector and axialvector current and reconstruct the coefficients for the longitudinal part with the help of
For n = −1, 0, 1 and 2 and six expansion terms in x and (1 − x) we have checked that these equations hold.
The expansion of the coefficients in α s is given bȳ
where the arguments x and µ are suppressed. Often it is advantageous to require a QED-like normalization Π δ (0) = 0 where the relation toΠ δ (q 2 ) is given by
For the practical calculation we use a well tested set-up which is highly automated in order to avoid errors. All Feynman diagrams are generated with QGRAF [23] and the various diagram topologies are identified and transformed to FORM [24] with the help of q2e and exp [25, 26] . exp also applies the asymptotic expansion for x → 0 on a diagrammatic level. The expansion around x = 1 leads to a naive Taylor series. In a next step the expressions are passed to FORM where appropriate projectors are applied, the expansions in small quantities are performed and traces are taken. Once the analytical expressions for each diagram are reduced to scalar integrals the program MATAD [27] is called in order to handle vacuum integrals up to three loops.
The three-loop calculation requires the inclusion of counterterms up to two-loop order (see, e.g., Ref. [28] ) which we implement in the MS scheme both for the parameters m 1 , m 2 and α s and the renormalization of the current itself. The latter is equal to the mass renormalization for the scalar and pseudo-scalar case and unity for the vector and axialvector current. At that point all remaining poles are local and can be subtracted in the MS scheme in order to arrive atΠ δ (q 2 ). (See Ref. [22] for details.)
Following this procedure we were able to evaluate the coefficientsC n (x) with n ≤ 4 where terms up to order x 8 and (1 − x) 9 are included in the expansions around x = 0 and x = 1, respectively.
Results
In this Section we discuss the quality of our expansions in x. At one and two loops we can compare to the exact result which provides confidence concerning the validity of the three-loop approximations. In the main text we restrict ourselves to the pseudo-scalar case. Results for the remaining three correlators are presented in the Appendix and in Ref.
[21].
One-and two-loop results for the pseudo-scalar moments
The exact dependence on x of the one-loop results for the pseudo-scalar momentsC p n (x) with n ≤ 4 is given bȳ
where l µ = ln(µ 2 /m 2 1 ) and l x = ln(x 2 )/2. These results have been extracted from Ref. [15] where Π p (q 2 ) is given in analytic form up to two loops. We have checked the results of Eq. (10) evaluating directly the moments both exactly in x and restricting ourselves to expansions in x n and (1 − x) n . Note that the latter method has to be applied at three loops.
In Fig. 2 we discussC (0),p n (x) for n = 1, 2, 3 and 4 and show the curves including x 0 , x 7 and x 8 for the small-x expansion as dashed lines where longer dashes correspond to approximations including higher order power corrections. The dotted lines correspond to expansions around the equal-mass case where curves including
9 (decreasing distance between dots) are shown. The exact result is shown as solid curve. One observes that the approximation including corrections up to order x 8 coincides with the exact result up to x ≈ 0.2, for n = 1 even up to x ≈ 0.3. On the other hand, the approximation based on the O((1 − x) 9 ) terms is indistinguishable from the solid line for x ∼ > 0.2 − 0.3. These limits are close to the ones obtained by considering the approximations including x 7 and (1 − x) 8 terms only. It is obvious that the small gap in between can easily be closed with the help of a polynomial interpolation.
The exact analytic results for the two-loop moments of the pseudo-scalar current are already quite lengthy. Thus we exemplify the structure by showingC (1),p n (x) for n = 1 can be found in Appendix A.1. ForC
where l 1−x 2 = ln(1 − x 2 ) and ζ 2 = π 2 /6. Note that in Eq. (11) the coefficient of ln(µ 2 /m 2 1 ) is zero. Using the same notation as in Fig. 2 we show in Fig. 3 the results forC
The same conclusions as in the one-loop case can be drawn: The expansion for x → 0 provides reliable results for x ∼ < 0.2 whereas the expansion around x = 1 is trustworthy for x ∼ > 0.2 − 0.4. This is true both for the approximations containing the ninth and the ones containing only the eighth order in x and 1 − x, respectively. Thus it is promising to proceed at three-loop level, where the computation of the exact dependence on x is quite complex, in the following way: using the combination of computer programs described in Section 2 it is straightforward to compute expansions in x and (1 − x). Afterwards we combine the expansions applying a simple interpolation. The approximations for moments of the vector, axial-vector and scalar correlators have the same quality as in the pseudo-scalar case, i.e. they approximate the exact result in the same regions of x. We refrain from an explicit discussion in this paper, however, provide the figures corresponding Fig. 2 and 3 in Appendix B.
Three-loop results
Let us in a first step present the expansions around x = 0 and x = 1. Since they are quite lengthy we show in the main part of the paper only results for the first moment adopting µ 2 = m 
In Fig. 4 we showC (2) ,p n as a function of x using the same notation as at one and two loops. We have chosen n l = 3 which corresponds to a massive charm and bottom quark. We again observe that the approximations based on the x 7 terms and the one including x 8 terms coincide up to x ≈ 0.1 − 0.2. Furthermore, also for the expansion around the equal-mass case the two highest approximations overlap for x ∼ > 0.2−0.3, depending on n. From the experience gained from the one-and two-loop considerations we can conclude that in these regions our expressions constitute perfect approximations to the exact result. Furthermore, it is again straightforward to obtain approximations which are valid for all x values by a simple interpolation. In order to obtain handy expressions we perform a polynomial fit which is valid for the intermediate region x ∈ [0.1, 0.5]. Allowing also for half-integer exponents of x we obtain These results are valid for n l = 3 and are shown as dash-dotted lines in Fig. 4 . We applied the same procedure to the one-and two-loop moments. The comparison with the exact result provides an estimate for the accuracy of the approximations in Eqs. (14) to better than 5% for x ∈ [0.1, 0.5]. For x < 0.1 or x > 0.5 the corresponding expansions should be used for the evaluation of the moments since in these regions they provide excellent approximations to the (unknown) exact result. Analogue results for the vector, axialvector and scalar correlators can be found in [21] where again n l = 3 has been chosen. If necessary it is straightforward to obtain formulae for other values for n l .
Summary
We have computed three-loop QCD corrections to the moments of the current correlators formed by quark fields with different masses. Our final expressions are based on expansions around the known limits where either one mass is zero or both masses are equal. We present results which are valid for arbitrary quark masses by combining the expansions and a simple polynomial fit in the intermediate region.
In the main part of the paper we concentrate on the discussion of the pseudo-scalar correlator. However, numerical results for the vector, axial-vector and scalar correlator can be found in the Appendix and analytical expressions are provided in a Mathematica file which comes together with this paper.
One-and two-loop results with exact quark mass dependence and analytic results for the expansions at three-loop order are presented in Mathematica format on the internet page [21] . Also the exact renormalization scale dependence of the three-loop moments are provided and numerical approximations valid for arbitrary m 2 /m 1 .
The results obtained in this paper constitute important input for lattice calculations in the context of semileptonic and leptonic B meson decays. For such simulations nonperturbative Z factors for heavy-light currents are needed which can be extracted from the corresponding current-current correlators. Whereas in the case of the B s meson expansions for small strange quark mass might be sufficient this is not true in the case of B c since m c /m b ≈ 0.23 is in a region where the small-mass expansion already breaks down.
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A Results for the moments of the pseudo-scalar correlator
In this Appendix we want to complete the results for the moments of the pseudo-scalar correlator. The one-loop expressions can be found in Eq. (10) andC
(1),p 1 (x) is given in Eq. (11) . In Subsection A.1 we provide the results forC 
A.1 Exact two-loop results
C (1),p −1 (x) = − 40 1 − x + x 2 3 + l x 80 x 3 3 (1 + x) − l 2 x 32 x 3 1 + x + l µ − 40 1 − x + x 2 3 + l x 32 x 3 1 + x − 8 l 2 µ 1 − x + x 2 ,(15)C (1),p 0 (x) = 13 + 66 x + 13 x 2 6 (1 + x) 2 − Li 2 x 2 + 2 l x l 1−x 2 − ζ 2 4 (−1 + x) 3 (1 + x) − l x 8 x 2 1 + 5 x + x 2 3 (−1 + x) (1 + x) 3 + l 2 x 16 x 3 −6 − 3 x + 3 x 2 + 2 x 3 3 (−1 + x) 2 (1 + x) 4 + l µ 4 1 + 5 x + x 2 3 (1 + x) 2 − l x 8 x 3 (2 + x) (−1 + x) (1 + x) 3 + 2 l 2 µ ,(16)C (1),p 2 (x) = 3 + 72 x − 127 x 2 + 112 x 3 − 127 x 4 + 72 x 5 + 3 x 6 36 (−1 + x) 4 (1 + x) 6 + l x 2 x 2 2 + 122 x − 27 x 2 + 230 x 3 − 22 x 4 + 12 x 5 + 3 x 6 9 (−1 + x) 5 (1 + x) 7 − l 2 x 4 x 3 72 − 36 x + 216 x 2 − 68 x 3 + 136 x 4 − 3 x 5 + 4 x 6 + x 7 9 (−1 + x) 6 (1 + x) 8 + l µ − 1 + 4 x − 7 x 2 + 40 x 3 − 7 x 4 + 4 x 5 + x 6 3 (−1 + x) 4 (1 + x) 6 + l x 8 x 3 2 − x + 2 x 2 (−1 + x) 5 (1 + x) 7 + Li 2 x 2 + 2 l x l 1−x 2 − ζ 2 2 1 + 4 x + 4 x 3 + x 4 9 (−1 + x) 3 (1 + x) 5 ,(17)C (1),p 3 (x) = − 11− 219 x + 658 x 2 + 1479 x 3 + 1326 x 4 + 1479 x 5 + 658 x 6 − 219 x 7 + 11 x 8 270 (−1 + x) 6 (1 + x) 8 + l x 8 x 2 1 + 263 x − 184 x 2 + 1109 x 3 − 424 x 4 45 (−1 + x) 7 (1 + x) 9 + 8 x 2 683 x 5 − 44 x 6 + 15 x 7 + 3 x8 45 (−1 + x) 7 (1 + x) 9 − l 2 x 8 x 3 180 − 180 x + 1260 x 2 − 800 x 3 + 1940 x 4 45 (−1 + x) 8 (1 + x) 10 + 8 x 3 −535 x 5 + 545 x 6 − 4 x 7 + 5 x 8 + x 9 45 (−1 + x) 8 (1 + x) 10 + Li 2 x 2 + 2 l x l 1−x 2 − ζ 2 4 1 + 5 x − x 2 + 20 x 3 − x 4 + 5 x 5 + x 6 45 (−1 + x) 5 (1 + x) 7 + l µ l x 32 x 3 1 − x + 3 x 2 − x 3 + x 4 (−1 + x) 7 (1 + x) 9 − 4 1 + 5 x − 14 x 2 + 145 x 3 − 94 x 4 + 145 x 5 − 14 x 6 + 5 x 7 + x 8 15 (−1 + x) 6 (1 + x) 8 ,(18)5 (−1 + x) 8 (1 + x) 10 +l x 24 x 3 2 − 3 x + 12 x 2 − 8 x 3 + 12 x 4 − 3 x 5 + 2 x 6 (−1 + x) 9 (1 + x) 11 .(19)
A.2 Analytic three-loop results
Let us decompose the the three-loop coefficients as
with l µ = ln(µ 2 /m 2 1 ). For n l = 3 one can find approximations forC
Eq. (14) . The exact x-dependence ofC
n,2 (x), which can be obtained using renormalization group techniques, reads 
B Results for vector, axial-vector and scalar correlator
In this appendix we present the results for the momentsC 
